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The man who  was  telling the story  nodded  his
head.
"That was very wrong," Maiji said, but she didn't
suggest that the whipped should seek redress in a court.
But the general had done more than that. If any In-
dian wanted to cross the lane in which Miss Sherwood
had been knocked down from "her bicycle, he had to
crawl on his hands and knees. It was known as Dyer's
Crawling Order.
There followed the incident at Jallianwala Baug.
Bang is the Indian word for garden. Jallianwala Baug
was really an enclosed public square.
Here, the next day, which was Hindu New Year's
Day, many hundreds of people had gathered, disre-
garding the official ban on public meetings. They were,
however, peaceful townspeople, harmless and unarmed,
including women and children.
Enraged at the defiance of his order, General Dyer
came to the bang with an armored car and troops. The
passage to the bang would not admit the armored car,
so the general left it outside. The troops took their
stand on an elevated platform in the bang and within
two or three minutes of his arrival, he gave the order
to fire.
Sixteen hundred rounds were fired from that vantage
point on 20,000 unarmed people. The firing stopped
only when the ammunition ran out. The casualties ac-
cording to the official figure totaled 400 dead. The
wounded were counted between a thousand and two.
The general showed no mercy. He left the dead and
the wounded in the bang all night. He denied them
medical attention. There was not a drop of water to
be had.
Amritsar was the starting point of the struggle for